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Mr Matthew Aguiar 

Chairman and Managing Director 

ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd 

Caring Teacher Awards 2014 

~~~~~~ 
 
Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Manpower; 
Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, National Institute of Education; 
Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen; 
Boys and girls; 
 

Good afternoon. As I was talking to the various award winners just 
before this ceremony, I was struck by their enthusiasm, energy and big 
hearts. What amazed me was their passion for what they do each day, every 
day, with their students, for their students. Those are the very qualities that 
the Caring Teacher Awards seek to recognize in our teachers in Singapore.   

 
I am honored and pleased to be here on behalf of ExxonMobil and to 

have a part, with the NIE, in supporting the work of our teachers, for a lasting 
impact on our students and the generations of tomorrow. 

 
ExxonMobil has operated in Singapore for over 120 years. In fact, we 

just completed our anniversary celebrations earlier this year.  Here, 
ExxonMobil has its world’s largest refining and petrochemical complex in 
Jurong Island. And most of you here would know us through our Esso service 
stations and Mobil 1 motor oil.  

 
Through the years and all around the world where we operate, our 

company’s role has been to find, develop and provide supplies of energy to 
people, safely and reliably every day. Energy is critical to daily living, to 
business and to industrial growth. The World Bank’s President Jim Yong Kim 
put it this way: “Energy is critical to eradicating poverty, boosting prosperity.” 
Energy also frees us to pursue fuller lives in thousands of ways. 

 
In Singapore, for example, we get on the bus, MRT or car to get to 

work or school, we charge our smartphones and iPods with ease. And 
especially, on a hot afternoon like today, we can sit here in cool comfort 
thanks to the air conditioning. Without energy, without fuel and without the 
products from our petrochemical complexes that go into the building blocks of 
many of our daily products, our lives could be quite different.  

 
Today, in the fields of computing, medicine and energy, Singapore, and 

the world, needs more brilliant young minds than ever before. And that’s why 
we support a range of educational programs here, and around the world. In 
the US for example, we are involved in bolstering Maths and Science 
education through our support to the National Maths and Science Initiative 
and Mickelson Teachers Academy. Here, we partner the South West 
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Community Development Council to provide transport bursaries for students 
to go to school, and also this Caring Teachers Award. 

 
We need students to become the doctors, engineers, scientists of 

tomorrow, who can provide solutions for complex problems. We need 
students who not only grow in knowledge and ability but also in self-respect 
and confidence, who can work with others, develop solutions and influence 
others for a greater good. All that starts at home and in our schools. 
Teachers, with the gifts that they have been given, have the ability to shape 
their charges and their thinking that will go beyond the reaches of their 
classrooms and schools.  

 
All of us here in this room believe and are committed to the power of 

education – without which, I dare say, none of us will be gathered here today.  
 
Today, on this award’s 10th anniversary, I would like to thank NIE for 

this longstanding partnership; the schools and students who submitted their 
nominations – which in itself is a heartwarming and gratifying show of support. 
And my thanks to the members of the judging panel for taking the time and 
the effort to go through the 1,000 plus nominations that were received. 

 
Finally, I would like to congratulate and pay tribute to the teachers who 

are receiving this year’s Caring Teacher Awards. Your passion and dedication 
for your charges will influence not just this generation but generations to 
come. Thank you all for seeing the potential in your students and for pursuing 
that potential, despite the odds.  Most of all, thank you for the personal 
sacrifice that your work and vocation entails. We salute you and wish you the 
very best. 
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