
Annexe C 
 

EMBARGOED TILL 31 March 2016, 3.00PM 
CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY 
 
OUTSTANDING RECIPIENT PROFILES 
 
CARING TEACHER AWARDS 2016 
National Awards 
 
Miss Noor Haida Mohd Jakaria 
Chongzheng Primary School 
 
 
“Helping Others in Need” 
 
“A ‘caring’ teacher is one who is sincere, patient, dedicated and passionate about bringing out 
the best in every student,” says Ms Noor Haida, who has moulded many young lives over the 
last two decades.  
 
A teacher for the past 25 years, Noor Haida believes in helping others in need and “doing good” 
every day. ‘I want to help the young grow into respected individuals that can contribute to the 
nation.” 

Never one to turn a blind eye, Ms Noor Haida Mohd Jakaria shares an incident close to her 
heart where a particular student had been missing school for many days. Upon investigation, 
she learnt that the student had been facing financial problems at home and could not focus on 
his studies. Noor Haida went beyond the call of duty and used her own time to meet the student 
to counsel and lend a sympathetic ear. Through her unwavering commitment to encourage the 
boy back to class, the student eventually returned to school. 

“As teachers, we cannot be judgmental but be empathetic and understanding towards our 
students. Identifying their strengths and making them believe in themselves is crucial in fulfilling 
each student’s aspirations,” she said. Her philosophy of ‘every student deserves to be heard, 
respected and be given second chances’ truly makes her an inspiration to budding and aspiring 
teachers. 

Mdm Poh Swee Lan Janet 
Yu Neng Primary School 
 
 
“A Lifelong Learner and Nurturer” 

Mdm Janet Poh has the longest teaching experience amongst the winners. With over 35 years, 
she shares that her love for children and the joy of interacting with them are the main reasons 
she continues to teach. 

“The important characteristics of being a teacher are to be sincere and to lead with passion. 
Students may be young but they are certainly astute enough to tell the difference when you 
genuinely care," she adds, "I feel a sense of accomplishment whenever I see my students 



achieve their goals and fulfil their potential. At the same time, I cherish the bonds formed with 
them and always try to catch up with them when the opportunity arises,” she says. 

Many of Janet's students who have long graduated still keep in touch with her. In fact, some of 
them have even gone to become teachers themselves, of which Janet takes great pride in. She 
shares that the occasional but heart-warming words of encouragement from parents and 
students spur her on. “These words of encouragement assure me that I have made the right 
decision and a difference in so many young lives.” 

This lifelong learner also constantly learns new pedagogical methods to keep her lessons fun 
and interesting. With information technology rapid evolving as a teaching tool in classrooms, 
Janet jokes that she has to learn from her younger and tech-savvy colleagues in incorporating 
technology into teaching. Affirmation from her school leaders also encouraged her to become a 
better educator. ‘As much as my students are my inspiration and vice versa, I have to give credit 
to my colleagues for inspiring me. I am still learning from them and their support in teaching me 
new methods further fuels my passion to teach.”  

Miss Lee Han  
Christ Church Secondary School 
 
“A Bridge between Parents and Kids” 
 
Ms Lee Han says the recipe to motivating her students is about recognising their potential. She 
adds: "My students are unfinished paintings. As a teacher, I am just one of the many brush 
strokes that could make each a masterpiece." She also believes teaching must come from the 
heart, such as collaborating with her students' parents since they play an important role in her 
students' learning journey. "Families make the key strokes and teachers the colouring palette to 
bridge the gaps," she explains, "It's crucial to be able to have a willingness to listen to both 
student and parents.” 

Her teaching philosophy proved successful when her Secondary Four form class graduated last 
year. It was a happy yet emotional occasion for Lee Han as many families came forward to 
express their gratitude for her caring approach. "I was deeply moved that they wanted to take 
photographs with me and gave me warm hugs after my farewell speech. These are still my most 
memorable moments; the joy written on their faces is all I need as motivation," she recalls. 

Lee Han also draws strength from her other past work experiences like the time she worked at a 
cafe and was deeply moved by the warmth and willingness of her colleagues who taught her 
what she needed to do in a professional kitchen. "Their openness to train someone with little 
skill and their patience toward me taught me how to help my students on their learning journeys 
too," she states, "It is really not the outcome but how well one is willing to teach that motivates a 
student do well. 
 
This bubbly and resourceful mother tongue teacher created a group chat on Whatsapp to keep 
in touch with her students’ parents and has gone the extra mile to organise learning journeys 
during school holidays, which serve as bonding opportunities for her students. 
 
 
 
 



Miss Santha d/o Selva Raju 
Innova Junior College 
 
“Inspiration Works Both Ways” 

Ms Santha Selva Raju believes strongly in the quote by American writer Mr William Arthur Ward: 
“The mediocre teacher tells. The good teacher explains. The superior teacher demonstrates. 
The great teacher inspires.” 

A testament to how she has inspired her young charges, she received an invitation by a former 
student to attend his polytechnic graduation ceremony. It was an impactful moment for her 
because it meant she had inspired and not simply tell, explain or demonstrate. She adds, “For 
me, the most important thing is to understand the positive impact that education has on both a 
child’s life and an educator’s growth. Much as I try to inspire them, they too inspire me to do the 
best for them. This is why I still love teaching and continue this journey even after 10 years” 

Santha also has an extraordinary approach toward motivating her students, such as the time 
she helped her first Secondary Four form class prepare for their GCE ‘O’ Levels. She devised a 
year-long plan to help them de-stress amidst the preparation. Together, they decorated the 
classroom and created a ‘home away from home’. It proved a success as her students felt more 
relaxed while studying. “They taught me that I should always strive to give the best learning 
experience every time I step into the classroom. Nothing is more meaningful than knowing that 
you have played an important role in a student’s development,” she happily shares. 

 


