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Ed itor ’ s Commentary

Director ’ s M essage
Dear Student Teachers,

I extend a warm welcome to our July 
2013 intake of student teachers across  
all programmes. To the rest, welcome 
back to another new academic year.

In the 21st century teaching and 
learning landscape, it is no longer sufficient 
just to acquire academic knowledge. As 

future teachers, we need to help you to hone your 21st century 
competencies so that you can nurture your future students to 
become concerned citizens, active contributors, confident persons, 
and self-directed learners.

Hence, I urge you to participate fully in our student development 
programmes - such as the Group Endeavours in Service Learning 
(GESL) programme, The Meranti Project, study trips to overseas 
institutions, education conferences, and upcoming international 
service-learning projects. I believe that these programmes will  
help you to build multicultural awareness.

Also, I encourage you to engage actively in our 15 student-
led clubs. These clubs serve to connect you with each other, hone 
your leadership skills, and help you build lasting friendships and 
strong bonds within the NIE community. Being active outside 
your academic programme will develop your social-emotional 
competencies and character.

In line with the Ministry of Education’s unequivocal focus 
on a values-driven, student-centric education, you, our student 
teachers, are at the core of all that we do. For this reason, 
we hope that you will have a meaningful learning journey while 
you are at NIE and to emerge as thinking teachers, strong in 
educational foundation and philosophy, steeped in values and 
ready to try out the pedagogical tools in your classrooms.

I wish you a meaningful learning journey ahead!

Warmest regards,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

Dear readers,

How time flies. I remember it was 
just yesterday that I matriculated at the 
National Institute of Education (NIE), 
boldly ran for the position as a Publications 
Officer for NIE’s main student body, the 

Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC), and got elected, and excitedly drafted 
the editor’s note for my maiden issue published earlier this year. 

Being part of TTC has given me the opportunity to learn 
(especially time management) from the exposures - such as organising 
large-scale events like Happy Hour and Fiesta La Vida, which I had 
gained so much from the process and my helpful council members, 
reporting on school events amidst my hectic schedule, and working 
with the wonderful people in the Voices publication team, who 
made every issue possible.

Voices is set to showcase the excellence of NIE as not only an 
academic-driven campus, but also a place where student teachers can 
find opportunities in developing their social-emotional competencies by 
actively participating in activities organised by the various sub-clubs. 

In this issue, you will find a buzz of events that took place last 
semester and most of which were organised by several of our 15 
student-led clubs. To name a few, there was Fiesta La Vida (TTC) 

that awaited the NIE community with the fabulous welfare pack 
giveaway and the sale of the NIE T-shirt, the Chinese New Year 
baking workshop (FCS Club) specially designed for baking enthusiasts, 
and board game sessions (Club Jeux) for student teachers to inject 
some fun time in their school life.

This new semester, I encourage you to participate in various 
activities lined up for you. I assure you that being an active 
individual on campus will help to mould you into a respectable 
character whom your future students would look up to.

Before I end off, I would like to express my gratitude to three 
individuals who have worked hard in the editorial team for the past 
years. Michelle Yeong, Punitha Ramanathan, and Gabrielle Lim, I 
cannot thank you more for your utmost dedication. Here, I would 
also like to welcome on board three fresh faces to the editorial team 
- Daphne Chua, Er Ying Ying, and Risliana Mohd Idris Moey. May 
you find joy in perfecting this magazine like I do.

Best regards,
Raquel Yeo
Editor-in-Chief
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Publications Officer, Trainee Teachers’ Club (22nd EXCO)
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The LearnXScape Interactive Whiteboard 
Challenge 2013 was organised 
by iPlatform@NIE, a collaboration 

between the Media Development Authority – 
Interactive Digital Media Programme Office 
(MDA-IDMPO) and the National Institute of 
Education (NIE). The event was coordinated 
through the Translation & Development 
Unit, and with the support from two main 
sponsors: SMART Technologies (S) Pte Ltd 
(SMART) and EP-tec Solutions Pte Ltd (EP-tec).

The challenge was launched in  
January 2013 and was opened to all NIE 
student teachers. 

Interested participants were invited 
to submit a lesson activity based on any 
curriculum subject taught in Singapore 
schools that they had created using the 
interactive whiteboard. 

The competition was a success, with an 
overwhelming number of submissions from 
NIE student teachers. Seven teams were 

shortlisted for the finale, with the top three 
showcasing their remarkable lesson designs. 

The guest of honour was Associate 
Professor Teo Beng Chong, Head of the 
Translation & Development Unit.

Ong Kheng Loon, who showcased his 
impressive lesson design on lower secondary 
Geography, was the winner of the challenge. 
He walked away with a cash prize of 
$2,500. 

The merit award went to the North Vista 
Primary School team, who presented their 
engaging lesson design on life cycles (lower 
primary Science). The team bagged a cash 
prize of $1,000. 

Team Creative Learning, who created 
their lesson design based on the learning of 
Chinese characters (lower primary Chinese), 
won the second runner-up prize of $500. 

Four shortliste d entries - Team Bellatorum, 
Team Beansprout, Team NIEnovation, and 
Grace Yeo - received a consolation cash 

Fabian Ng
Learning Content Manager

Translation & Development Unit (TDU)
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prize of $200 each for their lesson designs.
The winners were selected by a panel 

of esteemed judges: Dr Shanti Dihavaran, 
Assistant Professor at the Learning Sciences 
and Technologies in NIE, and Mdm Lim 
May Ling Angeline, Master Teacher 
in Mathematics from the Academy of 
Singapore Teachers.

The Translation & Development Unit 
would like to express our appreciation to 
our sponsors for their generous support in 
launching and sponsoring the prizes for this 
competition. 

In addition, we would also like 
to convey our congratulations to the 
winners and thank the participants of the 
LearnXScape IWB Challenge 2013.

Team Creative Learning presenting 

their lesson activity on Chinese 

pictographs.

The audience enthralled by the 

presentations of the shortlisted entries.

Team NIEnovation receiving 

the consolation prize.

Team Creative Learning receiving the runner-up prize.

Ng Chun Hao from North 

Vista Primary receiving the 

Merit Award.

Ong Kheng Loon, the winner of the 
LearnXScape IWB Challenge 2013, 
receiving his Distinction Award.

Our esteemed judge, A/P Shanti 
Dihavaran, receiving a token of 
appreciation from Professor Teo.

A group shot of the shortlisted participants, organisers, and sponsors of the 
LearnXScape IWB Challenge 2013.
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A s the saying goes, “All work and no 
play makes Jack a dull boy.” 
What would university life be without 

games? Thanks to Club Jeux, the National 
Institute of Education’s (NIE) sole board 
gaming club, we would never need to 
answer this question. 
Club Jeux has organised a series of events 
which aimed at spicing up the lives of 
student teachers.

Sick and tired of relatives nudging you 
about marriage every time you meet? We 
have a game for you. It is called Marriage 
Material. Contrary to the norms advocated 
by various groups about marriage, this is a 
game of marriage evasion. That is right, the 
objective is to avoid getting married. 

Marriage can be a wonderful and 
fulfilling experience, but for some, it may be 
seen as a fearful burden and best avoided. 
In Marriage Material, you are the latter. To 
you, marriage signals the end of all things 
fun. Marriage simply means dull dinner 
gatherings, snot-nosed children, and difficult 
in-laws. 

However, there is still hope. The path 
to marriage is a complex one that is 
filled with vast commitments that prove 
to your significant other you are indeed 
“the marrying type”. You may quickly find 
yourself becoming “marriage material” if 
you have too many of these commitments.

Organised from 18 to 22 February 
2013, gamers of Club Jeux hit the streets (or 
more accurately, the walkways and canteen) 
of NIE in search of the special ones who are 
just too nice to successfully avoid marriage.

Jeremy Lim Ching Sen
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education) 

Vice Chairperson, Club Jeux

Well, if marriage is something you would 
not even talk about, how about a mini game 
carnival? 

Club Jeux’s Games Carnival was 
organised on 27 February 2013. It was 
a time of fun with games like Taboo, 
Pictionary, and interesting puzzles for 
student teachers to take a breather while 
having fun with their friends.

The participants had fun breaking 
records (the present record for Taboo is 15 
accurately-guessed words in two minutes) 
and winning prizes whilst enjoying the 
company of each other.

For those who are in for more serious 
games, NIE organised its first ever Chinese 
Chess Blitz Challenge on 13 March 2013. 
The rules of the challenge are simple: Beat 
your opponent within 10 minutes (both your 
opponent and you have five minutes each) 
and win cash vouchers. 

How difficult can this be? Well, here is 
the catch. Your opponent is none other than 
the President of the Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU) Chinese Chess Club Liu 
Weilie. He is certainly no pushover but 
not impossible to beat as some of our 
participants had nearly proven.

For the latest news on Club Jeux, follow 
us on our Facebook page at https://www.
facebook.com/ClubJeux?fref=ts.

Student teachers enjoying a game of 
marriage evasion.

Participants in a game of Taboo during 

the Games Carnival.

Liu Weilie carefully making his move 

against his opponent.

Marriage materials or marriage evaders?

Of Games, Strategy and 
Avoid ing 
Marriage
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S olve this anagram: EBCASBLR
It is Scrabble, of course. 
On 10 April 2013, the English 

Language and Literature Club (ELL Club) 
collaborated with Club Jeux to organise the 
annual National Institute of Education (NIE) 
Scrabble Championship. 

Held at the linkway between Block 
3 and Block 4 in NIE, the event was a 
resounding success. Our participants came 
from a range of courses and disciplines in 
NIE, not forgetting the staff of NIE as well.

Our participants engaged in intellectual 
battles of wits and words in order to be 
crowned the champion. Each Scrabble 
game had up to four participants at 
any one time and the winner of each 
game walked away with a pair of movie 
vouchers. 

It proved a nail-biting experience to be 
in the audience, watching the participants 
rack their brains to form words that would 
put them ahead of their opponents. 

At the end of the championship, 
Chong Zi Yi was crowned the overall 
champion while Katherine Tan emerged 

NIE Scrabble Championship 2013

as the first-runner-up. They walked away 
with the grand prizes of $100 and $50 
respectively.

The Scrabble Championship was not all 
about competing. There were a number of 
NIE students and staff who sat down for a 
friendly game of Scrabble. The members of 
ELL Club and Club Jeux also joined in the fun. 

By the end of the day, we were all 
inspired and determined to widen our 
repertoire of words to become better 
“Scrabblers”.

Scrabble is fun. It is a good stimulant for 
the memory and an overall engaging way 
to expand one’s vocabulary. It is definitely 

T eroka Si Cilik: Selongkar Sang Celik 
demi Seni Temasek also known 
as Young Explorers: Exposure to 

Singapore’s Malay Art was held on 16 
March 2013 at the U.iD in the National 
Institute of Education (NIE). 

Making its second debut, the event was 
targeted at primary school students between 
the ages 10 and 11, specifically Primary 4 
and 5 students. 

The main objective of the event was to 
raise the students’ awareness on the Malay 
performing arts scene in Singapore, and to 
boost their interest on the Malay language 
and culture through the games that were 

something we, as teachers to be, can use 
to help our students with word recognition 
and learning.
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Mark Lim
Year 1, Diploma in Education (General)

Vice Chairperson, 
English Language and Literature Club

The ELL Club would like to thank all the 
participants who helped make the event 
a success. We would also like to thank 
Club Jeux for their expertise and Trainee 
Teacher’s Club (TTC) for their support. 

We hope to see you at our next event.

Young Explorers: Exposure  
to Singapore’s Ma lay A rt

prepared for them. 
A total of seven schools took 

part in this event with eight students 
representing each school.

The event was a day workshop and 
was conducted wholly in the Malay 
language. The participants were introduced 
to dramatisation and story-telling. Also, 
in groups of eight, they visited different 
stations where they were tasked to complete 
challenges that were related to the Malay 
performing arts scene. 

For instance, at the Malay dance 
station, the participants were taught the 
history of dance and they were required 
to learn the four basic steps of Malay 
dance. Even when taking part in the games, 
participants had to use the Malay language 
to communicate at all times.

Each game began with a demonstration 

carried out by the stationmasters. Explicit 
links were made between the things that they 
had learnt from the workshop and the game 
that they played at the end of the session. 
After completing each station, the teams 
moved on to the other stations in round robin 
style to execute new sets of activities. 

Based on feedback received, 
the participants and their teachers 
tremendously enjoyed this event and felt 
that it was very fruitful. Not only did they 
have fun, they were also able to take away 
interesting knowledge about the Malay 
performing arts scene in Singapore.
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Mohammad Redzuan Bin Ja’afar
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Head of Language,  
Malay Language and Cultural Society

Stationmasters all set to impress and educate 
the participants.

Student teachers playing a round of Scrabble.

One of the participants strategising the next move.
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“KanVas was definitely an eye-
opener. Never seen anything like 
it.” Said Dion Aw, a 22-year-old 

undergraduate.
The Nanyang Technological University 

Malay Language and Cultural Society 
Perbayu (NTU MLCS) is always pushing new 
boundaries and once again, they did it with 
KanVas, which took place in February 2013. 

In 2012, Perbayu Malay Dancers 
(Beztari) produced their inaugural 
production titled Naung. In 2013, the 
KanVas showcase not only involved Beztari 
but also other Perbayu members from its ad-
hoc team and the two other performing arts 
groups namely the Perbayu Dikir Barat Girls 
(Dewi Samudera) and the Perbayu Dikir 
Barat Boys (Wira Sakti). 

Despite their hectic academic schedules, 
these undergraduates surprised the 
audience with their versatility in traditional 
and contemporary performances while 
personifying themes of culture, education, 
and social cohesion in Singapore today. 

Although the majority of the audience 
were Malays, other ethnicities could also 
be seen in the Lee Kong Chian Theatre to 
witness this grand performance. 

KanVas: 
Plethora Warna
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Izni Nasihah Binte Zulkifli
Year 2, Diploma in Education 

(Malay Specialisation)
Head of Culture, Malay Language and 

Cultural Society (Perbayu)

True enough, most were awed by the 
gracefulness of the dancers and singing 
ability of the Dikir Barat teams. 

In addition, the artistic director of 
KanVas, Mr Azmi Juhari, collaborated 
with Beztari alumnus, Mr Elfi Ismail, to 
choreograph a segment for the showcase. 
This showcase provided a platform for 
Dewi Samudera and Wira Sakti to perform 
in front of an audience of almost 700. 

Indeed, KanVas was the window of 
opportunities for many undergraduates to 
discover not only their Malay roots but also 
beyond their studies. 

KanVas was an unmitigated success 
that brought people together to catch the 
different types of performances. KanVas: 
Plethora Warna, undoubtedly portrayed 
more than what meets the eye. Great 
job, Perbayu!

Perbayu Dewi Samudera (Dikir Barat Girls) in action.

Perbayu Wira Sakti (Dikir Barat Boys) in action.A combined segment of all three performing arts groups choreographed by alumnus Elfi Ismail.

Members of Perbayu Beztari (Malay Dance).

Dion Aw (far right) along with his friends 
after watching KanVas.
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On 9 May 2013, teams gathered 
at the Esplanade Outdoor Theatre 
to have the race of their lives. 

Similar to the popular reality game show, 
the participants were required to complete 
tasks in each station before proceeding to 
the next location. 

Featuring local historical sites like 
Geylang Serai, Pagoda Street, and Little 
India, teams were made to solve clues that 
would lead them to their next location. 

As they raced through the stations, 
teams learnt about the history and heritage 
of the locations. As future teachers, it is vital 
to know the rich history of these places so 
they could share it with their students in the 
future. This will make Singapore History 
more interesting for students to learn. 

Completed tasks earned the participants 
more clues to attain the final prize, which 
was located in the National Institute of 
Education (NIE).

Sreetharan 
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education) 

Finance Officer, Bachelor of Arts Club
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At the end of the five-hour race around 
the island, teams returned to NIE to find 
the hidden prizes. This was done through 
solving riddles and puzzles, which led them 
to the location of the top three prizes. 

However, there was a twist of events. 
Teams were given the autonomy to choose 
their prizes. As such, the last team to arrive 
at NIE would still have a shot for the top 
prize. After a gruelling session of solving the 
clues, the prizes were grabbed by the teams 
(see sidebar), calling an end to the event. 

A comeback for the second time, 
the event is a collaboration of the three 
sub-clubs namely the Bachelor of Arts 
Club, Bachelor of Science Club and Club 
Jeux. Such collaboration brings the NIE 
community closer and in turn, it allows us to 
serve the student teacher population better. 

Do stay tuned for more exciting 
events that will be organised in the new 
academic year.

 
 

Amazing Race: Back In Time 2013

Team name: Banana Warriors
Team members:

Abigail Ow
Lin Renfang

Nazreen Fathima Jagabar
Nurrul Arif bin Abdul Rahman

Chan Min Li Mandy

Team name: Pinky and the Brain
Team members:

Chia Bing Wen Jonathan 
Nur Azhar bin Hassim

Anthony Teo Yi Jie
Ong Kheng Loon

Timothy Joshua Chia Wei Cong

Team name: #kailinfail
Team members:

Tan Kailin
Ng Jia Jun Justin

Tan Wenxin
Perdana Putra 
@ Pan Ping Rui

To Zhi Wei

Top prize  
of $60 each:

Second prize  
of $40 each:

Third prize  
of $20 each:

A group shot with the prize winners and station masters.

Participants solving 
clues to their next 
location.
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In February 2013, love and anticipation filled the air. The 
people seated in the canteen in the National Institute of 
Education (NIE) were in for a big surprise. 
Dancers from DanceFuzion have staged a flashmob to 

celebrate Valentine’s Day. As a follow-up to the success of the 
inaugural Valentine’s Day flashmob held in 2012, the crew set 
out to organise a bigger and better flashmob in 2013.

To spread the joy and love for dance, non-members of 
DanceFuzion were also invited to participate in the flashmob. 
Everyone involved practiced hard to master the steps between 
lessons and in the late evenings. 

Gadis Mutiara Ashari
Year 3, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Chairperson, DanceFuzion

With a total of 40 participants, the performance adopted a 
mass dance style and included simple couple work where our 
dancers were required to be in character and to show chemistry 
with one another. 

At the end of the day, we wanted to show the audience that 
dancing can be fun and enjoyable for anyone, even for those 
without a dance background.

During the busy lunch hour, we played a medley of famous 
love tunes and the dancers took the floor when the infectious hit 
song Call Me Maybe by Carly Rae Jepsen was played.

The dance was choreographed by Cheryl Khoo, Gadis 
Mutiara, and Syahirah Rahamat. The performance genuinely 
surprised fellow canteen-goers as well as the canteen vendors. It 
was well received with cheers and applause from the audience. 

If you would like to learn to dance or simply enjoy dancing, 
do join us for our dance sessions and you could be part of the 
next flashmob in NIE.

DanceFuzion would like to thank all dancers who 
participated and made the event a successful one. 

We would also like everyone to stay tuned to DanceFuzion’s 
performances in the future.

Valentine’s Day Flashmob
Dancers of the Valentine’s Day flashmob.
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The National Institute of Education’s 
(NIE) English Language and Literature 
(ELL) Club held the second Movie under 

the Stars on 20 February 2013. 
With funnyman Jack Black in the role of 

Dewey Finn, School of Rock proved to be a 
good choice for the NIE community as they 
were treated to a night of comedy. Some 
of the guests were even spotted humming 
along to the tune of Teacher’s Pet, one of the 
movies soundtracks.

What is Movie under the Stars without 
some glow-in-the-dark stars? The ELL club 
created an outdoor ambience with stars 
placed all around the amphitheatre at U.iD. 
There were also complimentary tidbits and 
drinks provided for the guests.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f T
an

 C
hi

n 
Ye

e

Movie 
under the S
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Muhammad Hafiz Bin Jamal
Year 1, Diploma in Education (General)

Logistics Manager, English Language 
and Literature Club

Amidst all the laughter and sing-along 
sessions, this 2003 film has a deeper 
message behind it – it shows how an 
individual with a deep passion for a cause 
can inspire those around him. 

From the movie, we, as trainee teachers, 
learned to embrace the diversity of our 
future students and cultivate their love for 
learning. The film also demonstrated the 
impact that teachers can have in their 
students’ lives through the character played 
by Jack Black.

On a whole, our guests reflected that they 
had a great time and agreed that the choice of 
movie was very apt for the teacher audience. 

In particular, Shainaz Banu, a Year 1 
Diploma in Education student, commented 

that she would definitely come down for 
future Movie under the Stars, especially 
since she could make new friends with other 
NIE students in different programmes.

The ELL Club would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone who attended 
the event. We hope you have enjoyed the 
movie screening as much as we enjoyed 
organising it.

The organisers of Movie under the Stars.

Movie-goers engrossed in the show.

Tortilla
 chips to complete the movie 

experience.
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Girl power at its finest. 

The “Save That Pen” bin project has been ongoing 
since 2011. This project was spearheaded by the 
National University of Singapore (NUS) who then 

invited the National Institute of Education (NIE) Green 
Club for collaboration in raising the environmental 
consciousness. The project involves collecting used pens 
from the NIE community which will then be delivered to 
the manufacturer to be recycled into new pens.

The Superb 
“Save That Pen” Bin

10
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Low Yu Ci
Year 2, Diploma in Education (Chinese Language)

Chairperson, Green Club

Tian Yuyuan 
Year 2, Diploma in Education (Chinese Language)

Vice Chairperson, Green Club 

For this purpose, a bin has been set up 
permanently at the entrance of the NIE Library to 
collect the pens. Over the next few years, NIE Green 
Club aims to install another similar bin in UiD to 
continue our effort to raise awareness of this cause. 

We hope that with greater ease of accessibility, 
there will be an increase in the number of pens 
collected in future.

As the project takes on a long-term and passive 
stance, we continuously seek the NIE community’s help 
to keep this project going. Although more than 2,000 
pens have been collected in NIE to date, a sustained 
contribution of recycled pens is necessary for this 
initiative to be effective. 

As future teachers, we have a duty towards 
educating future generations on the preservation 
and protection of our Earth. The “Save That Pen” bin 
enables all beginning teachers to start the ball rolling 
by playing a small yet significant part in the cause. 

“Save The Pen” bin located at 
the entrance of NIE library.
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Appreciation – Something that many of us tend to forget 
as we strive to keep up with our fast-paced society. 

Hence, this year the National Institute of Education’s 
(NIE) Service Learning Club (SLC) decided to embark on a 
series of events that would encourage NIE students to take 
a moment to appreciate little things that they may have 
overlooked in their daily lives. 

One of these events was CapturEmotions ’13, a 
photography competition that aimed to incorporate service 
learning with photography. 

To participate in this competition, NIE students had 
to capture the essence of the theme, “Appreciation”, in 
a photograph and couple it with a caption to explain the 
relevance of their entry. 

Receiving over 20 entries ranging from nature to smiles 
of children, SLC faced the challenge of selecting the top three 
photographs, as all of the submitted entries were captivating 
and heartwarming. It was after much deliberation that three 
photos were selected and displayed during Service Learning 
Day 2013.

During this final phase, NIE students voted for their 
favourite photographs and selected the winning entry, which 
belonged to Erica Pereira, an NIE student from the Diploma in 
Education programme. 

Despite the short time frame of this project, SLC believes 
that this photography competition has successfully encouraged 
several students, photographers and voters alike, to reflect on 
people and things around them that deserve their appreciation. 

SLC hopes that this event would remind student 
teachers to appreciate simple things around them amidst 
their busy schedules.

Capturing

Jaslyn Shalini A R
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)
Chairperson, Service Learning Club

Emotions

The first winning entry submitted 
by Pereira Erica Stella.

The second winning entry by 
Stephen Joseph D Cruz.

The third winning entry by Chian Yuan Lin.
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Nazreen Begam
Year 1, Diploma in Education (Tamil)

Assistant Secretary, Tamily Language Club

Pongal is one of the major festivals celebrated annually by 
Indians in mid-January. It is a harvest festival where the Indians 
would thank the Sun god (Surya) for a good harvest.

For the first time, the National Institute of Education (NIE) and 
Nanyang Technological University (NTU) collaborated to organise 
Pongal Kalainighazhchi (Pongal Show) on 26 January 2013 at NTU 
Hall 15. 

Graced with the presence of the guest-of-honour Mr P 
Thirunalkarasu, Chairman of PA Narpani, the main objective of 
the event was to demonstrate the importance of Pongal festival and 
encourage the students to cherish the Pongal culture and tradition. 

The Pongal Kalainighazhchi began with a traditional Indian 
dance by dancers from Holy Tree Sri Balasubramniam temple. The 
show continued with an entertaining drama, which left the audience 
in fits of laughter. 

Valuable lessons and information on Pongal were conveyed 
through the theatrical performance which even incorporated singing 
duets and electrifying dance performances by students from NIE and 
NTU. 

The lively atmosphere was brought to the peak when 
DanceFuzion gave a great performance. The impressive finale put 
forth by artistes from both NIE and NTU left a deep and memorable 
impression amongst the audience. 

During the break, we had a scrumptious dinner served by Sri 
Anandhem Restaurant. In addition, a traditional Indian game, 
Uri Adithal, was introduced to the floor. However, instead of the 
traditional way of breaking hanging clay pots with a stick, we 
have improvised the game to incorporate the use of chocolate filled 
papier-mâchié. 

The event organized by the Tamil Language Club (TLC) was a 
great success. The publicity it received from the local Indian media 
like Tamil Murasu, a Singapore-based Tamil newspaper, and Oli 
96.8, the local Tamil radio station, served as a testament to it.

Ponga l Ka la inighazhc hi

NIE TLC girls adorned in eye catching sarees and 

dancing to a folk song.

Singers taking the audience into a melodious 
musical journey with their voices.

Audience in 

hearty laughter as 

the Pongal drama 

resumes on stage.

A spectacular dance performance 

by dancers from DanceFuzion.

Actors caught in the act in one of the scenes.

A scrumptious dinner provided for the audience.
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The Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony saw 
317 beginning teachers embarking on 
their journey as qualified educators on 

28 January 2013.
The ceremony commenced with the 

procession of key representatives from 
the National Institute of Education (NIE) 
and the Ministry of Education (MOE). 
They were led by the guest of honour 
Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary 
Secretary of MOE and Ministry of 
Manpower, and Ms Chan Lai Fung, 
Permanent Secretary of MOE and 
Chairperson of NIE Council.

Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director 
of NIE, gave an inspiring opening 
address at the ceremony to remind the 
fresh graduands of their importance in 
embodying upright behaviour as role 
models for their future students.

“The values component in education can 
never be over-emphasised,” Professor Lee 
said. Mr Hawazi also shared the sentiment. 

Drawing on his own experience as a 
teacher in his first profession, Mr Hawazi 
talked about fairness, knowledge, and 

Dalvin Chandran
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

classroom management skills as ideal 
qualities of a teacher and the impact of 
teachers on students. 

“You will be in a position to make a 
difference in the lives of your students so 
that they may, in turn, make a difference in 
the lives of others around them,” said Mr 
Hawazi.

After the presentation of the scrolls 
by Ms Chan, the event came to a close 
with an effusive and rousing address by 
valedictorian, Ms Samantha Wee. She 
urged her fellow beginning teachers to 
never forget their passions in the humdrum 
of the everyday tasks of a teacher. 

“No one else can be the teacher that 
you can be because no one else has the 
exact mix of traits which you possess,” said 
Samantha. “Every single teacher is needed 
in a particular place for a particular 
student. So always be true to yourself and 
trust your instincts.”

Teachers’ Investiture
Ceremony 2013
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Recipients of the welfare packs beaming with joy.

NIE T-shirts on sale during Fiesta La Vida.

Congruent to one of the club’s 
aims of fostering community 
spirit, the Trainee Teachers’ Club 

(TTC) held its Fiesta la Vida! (Spanish for 
“Celebration of Life!”) for the second year 
running on the 3 April 2013. 

The Fiesta la Vida! event was an 
extension of TTC’s biannual Happy Hour 
(Welfare Pack Giveaway) because on top 
of giving out goodie bags to about 600 
NIE students and staff, TTC also held the 
sale of the NIE T-shirts, featuring the  
ever-popular winning design from the  
NIE T-shirt Design Competition held in 
2012, while giving away free candy floss 
and popcorn. 

Fundamentally intended to boost the 
morale of trainee teachers who were 
preparing for the impending examinations, 
the goodie bags included esteemed 
sponsors such as F&N, Indocafé, Kiehl’s, 
and Reader’s Digest. 

We hope that the wide array of 
products given out would be able to cater 
to the vast preferences of student teachers. 

Fiesta la Vida! 
TTC welcomes all feedback provided by 
trainee teachers with regards to  
the products for future welfare-pack-
giveaway events. 

To conclude, while we are immensely 
grateful to our various sponsors and 
partners who made our Fiesta possible, 
we are also very thankful towards the NIE 
community whose support and enthusiasm 
towards our events (as exemplified by 
the early birds who came down to queue 
almost an hour before we officially 
started) made all our planning and 
hardwork worthwhile. 

Until we see you again in our other 
events, do keep a lookout for the many 
exciting events TTC has in the pipeline for 
all of you.
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Perdana Putra @ Pan Ping Rui
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Vice-President (Support),  
Trainee Teachers’ Club 

600 welfare packs given out in an hour.

2013



Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f A
w

 Y
on

g 
Xi

n 
Xi

n

Li Meijuan
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Chairperson, Chinese Language 
Education and Research Club
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Chinese New Year in 2013 fell on 
10 February and it marked the 
beginning of the year of the Water 

Snake. 
Also known as the Spring Festival, 

the celebration was a major highlight in 
the Chinese Language Education and 
Research (CLEAR) Club’s calendar of events. 
CLEAR Club celebrated the occasion with 
the National Institute of Education (NIE) 
community on 20 February. 

The U.iD came alive with resplendent 
red hues and joyous traditional music to 
herald the atmosphere of the Spring Festival. 

The Nanyang Technological University’s 
(NTU) Lion Dance troupe performed outside 
the U.iD, marking an auspicious start to 
the celebration. It was also the first time 
that the NTU Chinese Martial Arts troupe 
performed for NIE’s annual Chinese New 
Year celebration. Their distinctive act was 
definitely a crowd pleaser.

 All NIE staff and students were then 
ushered into the U.iD to catch a line-up 
of song and dance performances by the 

Chinese New Year Celebration
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) 
student teachers and a hip-hop dance 
routine by DanceFuzion. 

The event was concluded after a session 
of games with the auspicious Prosperity 
Toss, also known as ‘lo hei’. There was even 
a God of Wealth making his rounds among 
the crowd and gaining popularity with the 
audience.

This year’s celebration attracted a multi-
cultural audience. We hope that such events 
will not only educate student teachers about 
the Chinese culture, but also provide a 
platform to promote more interaction within 
the NIE community. 

We invite all NIE staff and students to 
join us for our exciting upcoming events.

A dance performance by the students.

The NTU Lion Dance troupe performing outside U.iD.

Recipients of the welfare packs beaming with joy.

600 welfare packs given out in an hour.
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There is more to every individual than 
meets the eye. This year’s ‘StarLite VI’, 
the Bachelor of Science Club’s (BSc) 

annual singing competition, delivered that 
statement in its entirety. It showed once 
again that talented singers walk amongst us. 

Facing a panel of four experienced 
judges, five solo contestants and two groups 
vied for the top prize, pulling off stunning 
performances that certainly did not fail to 
entertain the audience.

This year, the theme of the competition 
was “The Power of Love” and the stage was 
set at The Arts House, Playden. 

Spoilt for choice, contestants already 
had their work cut out for them in selecting a 
love song to perform. Alicia Keys’ No One 
and Some People as well as Falling Slowly 
in a fashion akin to Glen Hansard and 
Marketa Irglova’s rendition in the film  
Once, were just some of the songs that 
made the cut.

All the competitors put in a great deal 
of effort and aimed to touch the audience 
with their passion for singing. Each and 
every performer brought to stage a different 
palette of emotions and interpretation of 
love, packaged in their own unique flair. 

StarLite VI:

Two of the judges, Cheryl and Clement, 
proved their worth as judges by singing 
a medley of songs in a performance 
reminiscent of a drama, with guests 
featuring the emcees of the night, Leomund 
and Lee Kuan. 

Right after their outstanding 
performance, another one of the judges, 
Grace, alongside her guest, Esther,  
gave us their own rendition of The Script’s  
The Man Who Can’t Be Moved in a 
hauntingly beautiful end to the  
performances of the night. 

At the end of the night, the winners 
who walked away with the top prizes were 
Rozaimi Abdul Rahim for the solo category, 
and Shadon and Anthea for the group 
category. Congratulations to the winners, 
once again!v

Ler Kai Ming Gavin
Year 1, Bachelor of Arts (Education) 

Publicity Head, Bachelor of Science Club

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f L
er

 K
ai

 M
in

g 
G

av
in

 a
nd

 M
uh

am
m

ad
 T

irm
id

zi

Showcasing NI’Es Amazing Talents
StarLite VI winners of the group category Shadon and Anthea.

StarLite VI winner of the solo category Rozaimi.

The contestants with the guest of honour  
Mr Terrence Toh.

The committee that made the competition possible.
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C lub Jeux celebrated its 5th birthday 
with a bang!

Held under the ambience of 
friendship and fun at ‘Play Nation’, a board 
games cafe, the club’s 5th birthday bash 
saw the support and attendance of many 
friends of the club including alumni and its 
founding fathers. 

Besides celebrating five years of 
goodness, the birthday bash serves to 
bond the National Institute of Education 
(NIE) community, especially past and 
present, closer together and to enhance 
collaborations between clubs.

The birthday bash started off free 
and easy where guests were given time 
to mingle around and to get to know one 
another better. Since it was held in a board 
games cafe, games such as ‘Jenga’ and 
‘Saboteur’ found their place in the laughter 
of those present. 

At 7.00 pm, Stephen Joseph D Cruz, 
the Chairperson of Club Jeux, took the floor 
to give his speech. He thanked the club’s 
pioneers for their vision in establishing the 
club. He also thanked the NIE community 

for their continued support over the past 
five years. He hopes that the club will reach 
greater heights in providing NIE with more 
fun-filled and meaningful activities. 

A video montage of past events, which 
were held in the past academic year, was 
screened after his speech. After which, a 
scrumptious dinner was served. 

But what is a birthday bash by the only 
board games club in NIE without games? 
Thankfully, the amazing Play Nation crew 
had something up their sleeves. They 
introduced many new games such as 
‘Nanuk’, ‘Eye Know’ and ‘Werewolf’. 

The guests had a lot of fun together and 
only reluctantly left when the event was 
coming to a close. 

Jeremy Lim Ching Sen
Year 2, Bachelor of Science (Education) 

Vice Chairperson, Club Jeux
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Club Jeux Turns Five
A brief history of Club Jeux
In 2007, a group of students from  
NIE, drawn by the potential of 
using board games as a tool in the 
classroom, got together. Driven by 
the belief in this alternative mode of 
instruction, they planned to set up 
something in the hope of spreading 
this belief, as well as allow student 
teachers and staff alike to tap upon this 
emerging area of education.

On 21 January 2008, a club 
named ‘Club Jeux’ was launched to 
achieve that goal. 

Since then, they have been 
spreading the gaming culture around 
the campus, inspiring the use of these 
games for education. Among the 
activities organised yearly include 
workshops on how to design games for 
education and how to use games for 
education. Located on the third floor of 
the U.iD in NIE, the club is open weekly 
for all NIE students and staff to drop by 
for a time of fun.

Guests enjoying a game of Nanuk led by a crew member of PlayNation.

The amazing and fun-loving crew of PlayNation.

StarLite VI winner of the solo category Rozaimi.

The contestants with the guest of honour  
Mr Terrence Toh.

The committee that made the competition possible.



The learning journey programme in 
Taiwan was amazing as it allowed 
us to explore their education system 

and their culture. 
As soon as we arrived, the friendly 

and enthusiastic liaison officers and 
students in Taiwan extended a warm 
welcome to us. It was a rare sight for 
several nationalities to gather in Taiwan 
for an exchange programme. 

During our stay, they rendered 
assistance to whatever we could possibly 
ask for. We were absolutely touched by 
their care and concern.

Singapore and Taiwan have a lot 
in common. Both countries do not boast 
an abundance of natural resources. 
Nonetheless, human resources are rich in 
both countries, which help to sustain the 
fast-paced economy. 

Taiwan’s education system is 
geared towards an “open-minded and 
strive for excellence” goal. They are 
continuously thinking of ways to improve 
their education system, which is also a 
priority in Singapore.

Taiwan and Singapore use a 
combination of both the Chinese and 
western methods of teaching. Furthermore, 
we found a common teaching practice in 
both countries. The Taiwanese professors 
emphasise a similar concept on “student-
centered” pedagogy as what we have been 
taught by professors in the National Institute 
of Education (NIE). 

I felt that the trip to Taiwan was fruitful 
as we were able to experience the culture 
and learn more about the education system 
there. Through this exchange programme, 
our views towards the teaching profession 
have been broadened. 

We would like to thank the liaison 
officers for their hospitality during our stay  
in Taiwan.

Toh Ling Juan
Year 3, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Advisor/Overall in-charge  
(Taiwan Overseas  

School Exchange Programme)
Chinese Language Education  

and Research Club

A Brand New 
Experience in Life
Taiwan’s Learning Journey:
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Students posing for a picture outside SooChew University.

One of the NIE students presenting an appreciation 
gift to the professor from Soo Chew University.

A combined lesson for students from National 
Taiwan University and CLEAR Club.

Students from CLEAR Club and NTU EDUSA
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The Family and Consumer Sciences 
(FCS) Club held its first ever Chinese 
New Year Baking Workshop on 31 

January 2013. With Chinese New Year 
around the corner, the participants were 
excited to pick up baking skills to make 
delectable Chinese New Year goodies. 

First on the baking list was none 
other than Pineapple tarts – small bite-
sized pastries topped with pineapple 
jam. These bite-sized pastries are a hot 
favourite among the Chinese New Year 
goodies. The tarts had a rich and buttery 
texture that melted in your mouth, topped 
with the perfect combination of sweetness 
from the pineapple jam. The participants’ 
end product tasted heavenly and left 
everyone feeling satisfied. 

Next were the traditional Chinese 
peanut cookies – soft and crumbly cookies 
perfectly mixed with chopped roasted 

peanuts. These cookies have the ability to 
melt into bits of nutty bliss as soon as they 
touch your mouth, hence proving to be 
another popular snack to munch on during 
this festive period. 

Last but not least, the marble cake. 
It’s a mixture of vanilla and chocolate 
flavours with a streaked appearance 
achieved by very lightly blending the 
 light and dark batter. The cakes were 
baked in small cupcake cases. The 
participants were elated with their moist 
and delicious treats.

The Chinese New Year mood 
crammed the food laboratory and left 
every participant feeling zealous for the 
occasion. They were eager to let their 
loved ones try their hand-made goodies. 
Many hidden talents were discovered 
during our first Chinese New Year Baking 
Workshop as their baked treats simply 

Justine Elizabeth Tham Luo Wan
Year 4, Bachelor of Science (Education)

Treasurer, Family and Consumer Sciences 
Club

 
Angela Ho Jiawen

Year 4, Bachelor of Science (Education)
Publicity Manager, Family and Consumer 

Sciences Club

tasted delicious. This workshop imparted 
baking skills and techniques and left  
many keen on participating in more 
cooking workshops. 

The FCS Club would like to thank 
all participants for their support. We look 
forward to bringing more enjoyable and 
exciting workshops to the NIE community. 
Do add us on our Facebook page (FCS 
NIE) for updates on our latest workshops.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f S
iti

 N
ur

 S
ha

hi
da

h 
Bt

e 
M

oh
am

ad
 Is

m
ai

l

Chinese New Year Baking Workshop

Code of

Happy participants with their end products. Participants making pineapple tarts.

1. Aim to be good role models.
2. Treat all individuals with respect.
3. Uphold moral integrity and be truthful in your conduct.
4. Show compassion and display humanity at all times. 
5. Use appropriate communication channels and language in  

expressing opinions and giving feedback. 
6. Practise responsible behaviour in all social media platforms.Conduct:
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Slated as a casual event for the 
National Institute of Education’s 
(NIE) Student Club Leaders to gather 

and present their Strategic Planning 
Reports, the Director’s Tea was held on 
23 January 2013 at the NIE Conference 
Room and was graced by Director 
Professor Lee Sing Kong, Office of Teacher 
Education (OTE) staff and advisors to the 
clubs. The Trainee Teachers’ Club (TTC) 
and 13 of its sub-clubs presented some 
exciting events in the pipeline.

Many of the events embody what 
Professor Lee shared during the tea 
session: even as we work towards our 
qualifications here at NIE, the onus is on 
us to make our campus a vibrant one, and 
while we are at it, being “in unity as a 
community” ought to be our common goal.

The Director’s Tea saw our 
dedicated club advisors being recognised 
for their service rendered to NIE through 
the clubs they have helped managed: 
A/P Vilma D’ Rozario (TTC, SLC, and 
NIE Travel Club), A/P Ang Cheng Guan 
(ASEAN Student Association), Ast/P 

Hairon Salleh (BA Club), Ast/P Soe 
Marlar Lwin (BA Club), Ast/P Tan Siew 
Imm (BA Club), A/P Kwek Leong Chuan 
(BSc Club), Ast/P Shao Hongliang (CLEAR 
Club), Ast/P Li Jia (CLEAR Club), A/P 
Angela Wong (Club Jeux), Mr Peh Kian 
Chye (PESS Club), and last but not least, 
A/P R Sivakumaran (TLC).

As we thank all of our club advisors 
for their help, on behalf of TTC and all 
our sub-clubs, we too thank Professor Lee 
for giving us this opportunity to share with 
each other these terrific plans that keep 
setting our hearts aflutter as club leaders. 

For the rest of you, do keep your 
eyes peeled for more updates on these 
exhilarating events and trust me, they 
are sure to make your NIE sojourn (for 
many, the last time you are in school as a 
student) just, well, truly indelible.

Perdana Putra @ Pan Ping Rui
Year 2, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Vice President (Support),  
Trainee Teachers’ Club

Director’s Tea with Clubs 2013

Publication Team

NIE Wellness Centre
The NIE Wellness Centre provides psychological and counseling services to  
National Institute of Education student teachers, Nanyang Technological  
University students and to the general public offering affordable  
psychological services and counseling to a high standard.

A medical referral is not required.

Appointments can be arranged by phoning the centre at this number 6790 3318.

http://www.ps.nie.edu.sg/WELLNESS.htm

The NIE Wellness Centre operating hours :  

9am to 5pm (Mon - Fri)

5pm to 9pm (Mon - Thurs upon request)

The NIE Wellness Centre is located in  

the basement of the Education Building  

(Block 2) at the National Institute or Education.
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